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CHAPTER 66
GLADSTONE AND DISRAELI (1865-1868)

Palmerston's death, in 1865, marked the end of an epoch.
Many of his associates had grown old along with him, and
now they too disappeared from the political scene. Peel
had died in 4850, Wellington in 1852, Lord Aberdeen in

1860.  Besides his fellow-statesmen, another prominent person
now pre-deceased Palmerston.  The Prince Consort died in Th<J

1861, worn out before his time. He had led a most unselfish
life, devoting himself to his wife and to her country. Though
the Queen was passionately devoted to him, the English
never cared for him.   His stiff insistence on etiquette and
his disapproval both of English sport and English laziness,
annoyed them.   He could not understand the nation, and
in return he was distrusted.   Many thought his influence
too greatl and feared that he was making the Crown too
powerful   Yet he did all he could to advance science and
help trade.   Perhaps his most serious mistake was in the
unduly severe and narrow way in which he brought up the
heir to the throne.

On the Queen the effects of his death were disastrous.

1 During the Crimea there was a popular demand that he should be interned
in the Tower as a foreigner.
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